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Note from the Volunteer
Program
Volunteer Resources
The earth is warming up, and so
is the Arboretum's volunteer
program!

Volunteer Application - For
that friend who would make a
great volunteer.

Are you interested in becoming
a docent or volunteering as a
greeter? Wondering what it
might be like to spend a
summer morning in the
children's garden? Would you
like to join our corps of
gardening volunteers?
Volunteer spring training
opportunities will start in April.

Online Logbook - Record
your hours and help the
Arboretum keep track of what
volunteers are doing.
Volunteer Handbook Suggested reading for all
volunteers.

Mayapple, Podophyllum peltatum, a spring
Make sure to mark down some
wildflower that will soon grace the Hartley
volunteer program events on
Wood
your calendar. Among other
things, we will be exploring the
Wildflower Trail, learning about living-fossil trees, and enjoying each
other's company at the spring appreciation luncheon and summer ice
cream happy hour.

We look forward to sharing 2019 with you!

Volunteers Save the 2018
Pumpkin Festival
Just two days before the 2018
Pumpkin Giveaway, Arboretum
staff made a gooey, stinky
discovery—all the pumpkins we
had purchased for the Pumpkin
Festival were rotting! The
Arboretum needed pumpkins,
and fast. Luckily, a phone call to
Penn State’s Horticulture
Research Farm revealed that
the pumpkin crop hadn't been a
Squishy squash nearly sunk the Pumpkin
complete failure. Rich
Festival!
DiMarcello, Sandy Niebel, and
Dick Repsher answered the call
for volunteers and helped to harvest 692 jack-o’-lantern-quality pumpkins
that had survived the summer's extraordinarily wet weather. With less than
24 hours to go, their hard work saved the 2018 Pumpkin Festival!

Children's Garden Handbook
- Suggested reading for
children's garden volunteers.
Learning Resource Network Complete your "Building a
Safe Penn State" training
here. This is a one-time
requirement for volunteers
who will spend 7 or more
hours volunteering at the
Arboretum. Children's garden
volunteers must recertify
annually.
PSUAlert - Sign up to receive
information about campus
weather and emergencies via
social media.
Events Calendar - Keep up
with what's going on at the
Arboretum.
Arboretum T-shirts - Spiffy
looks for summer! 25%
discount for volunteers.

Volunteer Opportunities
Horticulture
Help maintain the botanic
gardens. Weekly sessions are
held on Tuesday and
Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to noon.

Plant Stories Garden Walk with
Shari Edelson
Volunteers braved an August downpour to
join Director of Horticulture and Curator,
Shari Edelson for her fascinating “Plant
Stories” garden walk. Shari revealed the
stories behind a diverse mix of plants,
including easy-to-overlook species like the
rarely flowering creeping impatiens,
familiar ones like artichokes, and eyecatching show-stoppers like balloon plant
milkweed. We learned how fiber
harvested from New Zealand flax
influenced the course of the American
Civil War, why stevia makes a good zerocalorie sweetener, and the truth behind
the story that ‘Nebraska Wedding’
tomatoes were used as decorations for
Nebraska weddings.

Requirements: All experience
levels welcome! Wear clothes
that can get dirty and closedtoe shoes. No advance notice
of participation required
unless you are attending for
the first time. First-time
gardeners should email Kelly
Oleynik at keo5114@psu.edu,
so that we know to look for
you.
Greeters
Balloon plant
milkweed (Gomphocarpus
physocarpus) with merrily
munching Monarch caterpillar

Shari's garden walks have become annual events. In 2017, she led a tour
of the garden's poisonous plants. This summer, she plans to mark the
coming expansion of the Pollinators' Garden and the new Bird Garden with
a walk focusing on the way plants and animals depend on each other.

Spring Training Opportunities
Information Sessions for Prospective Volunteers – Tuesdays: March
26; April 30; May 28; June 25; and July 30 in the H.O. Smith Botanic
Gardens from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Have a friend who would make a
great volunteer? Encourage him or her to come out to the gardens and
see what volunteering at the Arboretum is all about! RSVP
to ruh212@psu.edu.
Volunteer Orientation – Tuesday, April 2, 113 Forest Resources Building,
from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. General orientation offers a chance for new
and experienced volunteers to learn what to expect in the garden this year
and to say hello to fellow volunteers. No RSVP required.
Docent Training – Tuesday, April 16, H.O. Smith Botanic Gardens, from
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Training for those who are thinking of becoming
Arboretum docents. Experienced docents are encouraged to attend and
share their knowledge! RSVP to ruh212@psu.edu.
NEW! Docent Training II - Ongoing. New docents: Give your first tour to
a guaranteed friendly audience! Schedule at your convenience by
contacting Rebecca at ruh212@psu.edu.
NEW! Entrance Greeter Orientation – Monday, May 6, H.O. Smith
Botanic Gardens from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Learn all about a new
volunteer role in the gardens. Entrance greeters will provide a friendly
welcome to the gardens from a shady canopy, hand out parking passes,
and provide direction to visitors and visiting groups. RSVP
to ruh212@psu.edu.
NEW! Building a Safe Penn State training – Thursday, May 9, 417
Forest Resources Building, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Do you need to take
Building a Safe Penn State training? This is an opportunity to complete it
in a PSU computer lab, and to get assistance with technical issues. RSVP
to ruh212@psu.edu.
Children’s Garden Orientation – Wednesday, June 5, Childhood’s Gate
Children’s Garden, from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Information will be
provided for children’s garden volunteers about garden opportunities and
signing up for shifts. Experienced volunteers will have an opportunity to
sign up for additional training opportunities. Strongly recommended for
children’s garden volunteers. RSVP to ruh212@psu.edu.

Spring-Summmer Events
For all events below, RSVP to
ruh212@psu.edu unless
otherwise specified.

You scream, I scream, we all scream... for
Arboretum Breeze ice cream!

Docent Manual - Suggested
reading for docents and those
who want to know more about
the Arboretum.

Volunteer Appreciation
Luncheon – Friday, April 12,
12:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m at
Millbrook Marsh Center’s Spring
Creek Education Building.
Celebrate 2018's
accomplishments and the
beginning of spring during
National Volunteer Week!

Welcome visitors to the
botanic gardens and direct
them to amenities. Call-outs
for greeters are sent by
email.
We expect increased need for
greeters on the following busy
weekends: April 13-14 (Blue
and White weekend), May 3-5
(Penn State graduation), May
11-12 (Mother's Day
weekend), May 13-19
(National Public Gardens
Week)
Requirements: All experience
levels welcome! Want to be a
greeter? Contact Kelly
Oleynik at keo5114@psu.edu
and ask for your name to be
placed on the list.
NEW! Entrance Greeters
Provide direction, a friendly
welcome, and parking passes
on weekday mornings during
the busy season.
Requirements: Attend the
Entrance Greeter Orientation
(May 6, 9:00 a.m. to 10:00
a.m.). If you miss the
orientation, contact Rebecca
Horwitt at ruh212@psu.edu.
Docents
Guide tours through the
botanic gardens. Call-outs for
docents are sent out by
email.
Requirements: Familiarize
yourself with the docent
manual. Thinking about
becoming a docent? Start by
attending docent spring
training or shadowing a tour!
Ready to be a docent?
Contact Kelly Oleynik and ask
for your name to be placed
on the list.
Children's Garden
Provide guidance to children
of all ages as they explore the
Childhood's Gate Children's
Garden. More support is
always welcome! Regular
shifts begin June 10.
Requirements: Children's
garden volunteers must
obtain the clearances
required by Penn State. Need
help with your clearance, or
want to start the process of
becoming a children's garden
volunteer? Contact Kelly
Oleynik.
Events
Support public events
including art openings,
Pumpkin Festival, and Winter
Celebration. Call-outs for
volunteers are sent by email.

Penn State's Living-Fossil
Trees Campus Walk – Friday,
May 10, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Learn about the living-fossil plants of the
University Park campus with Dr. Peter Wilf, paleobotanist and Professor of
Geosciences. Meet at the Hintz Alumni Center duck pond. Limit: 25
participants. RSVP required.

Requirements: All experience
levels welcome!

Gerhold Wildflower Trail Walk – Friday, May 17, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. Get to know native wildflowers on a walk through the Hartley Wood
led by Mike Toolan, natural areas program assistant. Meet at the Overlook
Pavilion. Limit: 25 participants. RSVP required.

keo5114@psu.edu

Summer Ice Cream Social – Thursday, June 27, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30
p.m. Join us at the Overlook Pavilion for an ice cream party and a chance
to hang out with your fellow volunteers and Arboretum staff. RSVP
required so that we know how much ice cream to have on hand.
The Birds and the Bees (and the Flowers and the Trees) Garden
Walk – Friday, August 30, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Learn about the
fascinating partnership between plants and animals on a walk through the
botanic gardens with Shari Edelson, director of horticulture and curator.
Meet at the Overlook Pavilion. Participation limit: 30. RSVP required.

Photo Gallery
Volunteer Kim McGinnis captured these lovely images during our
September field trip to Washington, D.C. Thanks for sharing, Kim!

To participate in any of the
above opportunities,
please contact Kelly
Oleynik.

(814) 867-2591
Recruit a friend!
Gerhold Wildflower Trail
Remove invasive species,
plant native ones, and
maintain the Gerhold
Wildflower Trail in the Hartley
Wood.
Wildflower Trail Days
Requirements: All experience
levels welcome! Clothes that
can get dirty and closed-toe
shoes are a must. Contact
natural areas program
assistant Michael Toolan
at mjt5194@psu.edu to
arrange participation.
Avian Education Program
Participate in bird banding
and other avian events.
Bird Banding and Bird Walk
Schedules
Requirements: All experience
levels welcome! Contact Nick
Kerlin at 814-238-3487 or
bluebird6771@verizon.net to
arrange participation.

"Don't judge each day by
the harvest that you reap
but by the seeds that you
plant." (Robert Louis
Stevenson)

Take the
Volunteer
Program Survey
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